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Board approves library construction project
Across Campus
Winter 2010  
enrollment increases
Total enrollment for the Winter 2010 semester 
is up 2.7 percent from last year. Lynn Blue, vice 
provost and dean of Academic Services and 
Information Technology, said this allowed the 
university to meet its enrollment goals.
“We are also pleased that credit hours are up 
by 2.8 percent,” said Blue, who spoke at the 
February 5 Board of Trustees meeting. “The 
average student load is up from last year for 
both undergraduate and graduate students.”
Blue noted that the number of students of color 
is up over last year, and the number of full-time 
students has increased. “Seventy-seven percent 
of our student population are full-time stu-
dents. That is great news when there are a lot 
of trends suggesting there would be more part-
time students. That hasn’t panned out at the 
undergraduate level,” Blue said.
Board approves 2010-11 
room and board rates
The cost of living in Grand Valley’s housing 
units next year will increase an average of 2 
percent. The Board of Trustees on February 
5 approved the Housing budget for fiscal year 
2010-11 and the rate increase, which is signifi-
cantly less than the previous five-year average 
increase of 3.8 percent, and less than the five-
year state average increase of 4.6 percent.
The cost, per semester, for Traditional Living 
Centers will be $3,812; an increase of $73. With 
the opening of the Housing 2010 facility, there 
will be 5,627 beds available.
Andy Beachnau, director of Housing, said there 
are 4,907 students living on-campus for the 
winter semester, bringing the capacity to 94 
percent. During the fall semester, capacity was 
101 percent. “We’ve had a very good year in stu-
dent housing,” he said.
Nominations sought for 
student leadership award
Nominations for the Kenneth R. Venderbush 
Student Leadership Award are due in the   
Dean of Students Office by 5 p.m. on Friday, 
February 12.
The award will be presented to a senior at the 
Awards Banquet on April 12.
continues on page 2
Grand Valley’s Board of Trustees voted 
at its February 5 meeting to approve a 
new library project for the Allendale 
Campus using private and university 
funds.    
The construction of the Mary 
Idema Pew Library and Information 
Commons will have a positive eco-
nomic impact on the region by creating 
1,500 design and construction jobs. 
The project is estimated at $70 mil-
lion, which includes renovation of the 
existing Zumberge Library for new 
purposes. 
“This new library has been our top priority for 
years and our students need us to get started 
with it,” President Thomas J. Haas said. “As we 
look ahead to our next 50 years, this outstand-
ing project will enhance our mission greatly.” 
The current library on the Allendale Campus 
was built in 1969 for a projected student body 
of 5,000. Today Grand Valley has 24,400 stu-
dents.
The technology and learning design of the new 
library will serve as an incubator for 21st centu-
ry skills, preparing students to com-
pete globally in the information age. 
The new library will provide approx-
imately 1,500 seats for student study, 
30 group study rooms, and offices 
and support areas for faculty and 
staff. There will be room for 150,000 
books on open shelves and 600,000 books in an 
automated storage/retrieval system.
James Moyer, assistant vice president for 
Facilities Planning, gave board members a floor-
by-floor tour of the 140,000-square-foot build-
ing. He said the building’s location, to the west 
of Kirkhof Center, was intent on “keeping with 
student flow.” He also said the building would 
be designed and constructed to meet LEED 
platinum standards. 
Construction on the Mary Idema Pew Library 
Learning and Information Commons is set to 
begin in spring 2011 and will be completed in 
2013.
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
James Moyer, assistant vice president for Facilities Planning, 
explains the floor plan of the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and 
Information Commons. The building’s rendering is pictured above.
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GVFaces
Marty Litherland,  
director, Regional Centers, 
Continuing Education
As director of Grand Valley’s regional centers, 
Marty Litherland puts a lot of miles on her car. 
Litherland works at the Traverse City 
Regional Center and travels frequently to the 
Muskegon Center and the Meijer Campus 
in Holland. She also makes a visit to the 
Allendale Campus at least once a week.
“Traveling to each campus doesn’t bother me 
one bit,” Litherland said. “I get to see the faces 
of Grand Valley at so many different venues. 
I am proud to see how people hold Grand 
Valley’s reputation in such high esteem.”
Litherland primarily works with program 
planning, faculty members and the 
community. She said her primary goal 
as director is to link resources of the 
university to the needs of the community. 
Litherland was born in Detroit and grew up in 
Ohio. She received a bachelor’s degree in health 
and physical education from Miami University, 
a master’s degree in athletic administration and 
coaching from Bowling Green State University, 
and a doctoral degree in psychosocial aspects 
of sports from Michigan State University. 
After graduating 
from Miami 
University, 
Litherland 
began teaching 
and coaching at 
the K-12 level, 
then went on to 
teach sociology 
and physical 
education, 
and coached 
basketball 
and softball, 
at the collegiate level. She said she learned 
about the position at Grand Valley while 
working at Defiance College in Ohio.
“I have family here and was ready to relocate 
to be closer to them. I knew I wanted to 
stay in higher education,” she said.
In addition to her involvement at the regional 
centers, Litherland is involved in a campus-
wide initiative focused on non-traditional 
students. “Thirteen percent of Grand Valley’s 
undergraduate population are non-traditional 
students, so we are investigating ways to 
identify and meet their needs,” Litherland said. 
Litherland enjoys nature, including kayaking  
and cross country skiing.
Marty Litherland
To nominate a student for the Venderbush Award, visit www.gvsu.edu/
dos for information about criteria and the nomination form. Nominations 
should be in a sealed envelope, marked confidential, and sent to 202 
Student Services Building. 
Update on Grand Valley’s  
Haiti relief efforts
Around 60 students 
gathered in the Louis 
Armstrong Theater on 
January 19 to show their 
support for the earth-
quake victims in Haiti 
during a fundraiser 
hosted by the Padnos 
International Center.  
More than $2,600 
was collected dur-
ing the event; later 
the President’s Office 
made a $1,000 univer-
sity contribution. The 
funds where distributed 
between two nonprofit organizations: Rays of Hope for Haiti and Partners 
in Health. For more information on Haiti relief efforts, or to donate to an 
organization, visit www.gvsu.edu/pic .
MAREC welcomes new tenant
A start-up company working on the development and commercialization 
of portable power products technologies is the newest tenant in Grand 
Valley’s Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center (MAREC). 
The company, Energy Partners, LLC, has signed an agreement with Grand 
Valley for use of lab and office space at the MAREC incubator facility.  
Energy Partners moved to MAREC this month and will lease office and 
laboratory space totaling 1,000 square feet. The company works closely 
with Grand Rapids-based Coffman Electrical Equipment in an effort to 
expand product offerings in energy storage and management systems.   
Energy Partners founder, James Wolter, is a recently retired physicist and 
professor of business and new product market development at Grand 
Valley. He has worked on development of alternative energy products for 
a number of years. The company will start with one employee with plans 
to grow in the future.   
“As the technology that will be developed by Energy Partners and its col-
laborators is successfully commercialized, many direct and indirect jobs 
will be added to the West Michigan economy,” said Arn Boezaart, execu-
tive director of MAREC. 
Celebrating Faculty, Staff Campaign
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
Mindy Kalinowski Earley, right, receives a department Faculty Staff 
Campaign participation award for Alumni Relations from co-chair 
Mary Ann Watters at the Pew Grand Rapids Campus campaign kickoff 
breakfast on January 20.
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Student Shelda Seide speaks during the Haiti 
fundraising events, telling the audience that her 
15-year-old cousin died in the earthquake. 
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Learn to cook healthy 
at workshop
A registered dietitian from Meijer will teach 
participants how to cook heart healthy 
meals at a workshop sponsored by Grand 
Valley’s Health and Wellness department.
“Heart Healthy Cooking” will be held at 
noon on Tuesday, February 9, in the Kirkhof 
Center, Pere Marquette Room; and Wednesday, 
February 10, at the University Club Room 
in the DeVos Center. Register for either 
workshop online at www.gvsu.edu/seminar.
Grand Valley, area 
colleges to sponsor 
career fair
More than 
150 employers 
and 1,000 
job seekers 
are expected 
at an annual 
career fair 
sponsored by 
Grand Valley.
CareerFest 
and Health 
Career Day 
is set for 
Tuesday, 
February 
9, from 2-6 
p.m. at the 
DeVos Place 
Convention 
Center, 303 Monroe Ave. in Grand Rapids.
Sponsored by GVSU, the fair is supported by 
nine area colleges and universities: Aquinas 
College, Baker College, Calvin College, 
Grand Rapids Community College, Hope 
College, Kendall College of Art and Design, 
Muskegon Community College, Cornerstone 
University and Davenport University.
Students and alumni of participating schools 
are encouraged to attend to build professional 
networks; learn more about national, statewide, 
and local companies; and begin the process of 
securing internships and jobs. Employers will 
represent many fields, including nonprofit, 
government, health care, and private business. 
Participant pre-registration is not required. 
Express check-in for job seekers is available 
by providing a current resume on site.
For more information about the career 
fair, visit www.gvsu.edu/careerfairs 
or call Career Services at x13311.
Events celebrate Asian 
Pacific heritage
From a traditional tea ceremony to a dragon 
dance to civil rights presentations, numerous 
events are planned at Grand Valley for the 
Asian Pacific American Heritage Celebration.
Sponsored by the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs, events are planned from February 
8-23. All events are free and open to the public. 
Details are below; for more information, 
visit www.gvsu.edu/oma , or call x12217.
• February 8-April 26, Holland Area 
Arts Council, 150 E. Eighth St. Holland: 
“Year of the Tiger Exhibit” features art, 
foods and music from the Cambodian, 
Laotian and Vietnamese cultures.
• February 9, 3 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 
0072: Japanese Tea Ceremony, presented 
by two grand tea masters who will prepare 
and serve a green tea for participants. 
• February 10, 4 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center: 
“Walking the Talk of Diversity,” by Phoebe Eng. 
Eng, corporate attorney, author and national 
lecturer, will discuss cultural fluency and 
how to enhance communication to develop a 
better understanding of cultures. The event 
is also a Professional of Color Lecture.
• February 11, 6 p.m., Kirkhof Center, Grand 
River Room: Asian New Year Festival, program 
highlights the richness of Asia through food, 
fashion, dragon dance and martial arts.
• February 16, 4 p.m., Kirkhof Center, Grand 
River Room: “Virtual Equality: Mainstreaming 
Gay and Lesbian Liberation,” by Urvashi Vaid. 
The civil rights activist and attorney will 
discuss the LGBT political movement and 
suggest that it is in a state of virtual equality, 
or seen by many only on the surface.
• February 17, noon, Kirkhof Center, 
room 2266: Osteoporosis presentation 
by Dr. Anu Garg, from Spectrum Health. 
More than one-fifth of Asian American 
women suffer from osteoporosis; Garg’s 
presentation will inform participants on 
diagnosis and treatment of the disease.
• February 23, noon, Kirkhof Center, room 
1240: “Marriage Equality and LGBT,” by Curtis 
Chin, political activist and movie producer. 
Chin and his partner were among the 18,000 
couples married in California before the 
passage of Proposal 8. He will discuss this 
current topic and the recent passage of the 
anti-discrimination ordinance in Kalamazoo.
• February 23, 4 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 
2204: “Hate Hurts — ‘Vincent Who?’” The 
award-winning documentary that focuses on 
the 1982 murder of Vincent Chin in Detroit 
will be shown. Curtis Chin will discuss 
how this murder was the first time Asian 
Americans formed a political movement.
Quartet to perform 
at Arts at Noon
Next up in the Arts at Noon Series 
is the saxaphone group h2 Quartet, 
comprised of Geoffrey Deibel, Kimberly 
Goddard, Jeffrey Loeffert and GVSU 
saxophone professor Jonathan Nichol. 
The quartet will perform Wednesday, February 
10, noon, in the Cook-DeWitt Center. The 
concert is free and open to the public.
Prizewinners at the Fischoff National 
Chamber Music Competition, North 
American Saxophone Alliance and at the 
MTNA Chamber Music Competition, h2 
Quartet is quickly earning a reputation 
as one of the leading groups in their 
field. For more information, please call 
x13484, or visit www.gvsu.edu/music .
‘Vagina Monologues’ set 
for three performances
Grand Valley’s Women’s Center will produce 
the ninth annual “Vagina Monologues” during 
the V-Day College Campaign next week. 
Performances are set for Friday and Saturday, 
February 12-13, 7 p.m., at Allendale High School; 
and Sunday, February 14, 2 p.m., at Wealthy 
Theatre, 1130 Wealthy St. Grand Rapids.
Each year, the “Vagina Monologues” are 
performed around Valentine’s Day on campuses 
around the country. Eve Ensler’s acclaimed 
play is a collection of powerful, engaging 
and, at times, provocative monologues about 
women who speak frankly about their bodies, 
childbirth, sex, rape and love. More than 
90 faculty and staff members, and students 
are involved in this year’s production.
Tickets are $10 for students, $25 for non-
students and $25 at the door. They are available 
in advance at the Kirkhof Center 20/20 Desk, 
Wealthy Street Theatre box office and Star 
Tickets Plus. For more information, call the 
Women’s Center at x12748. Proceeds from 
ticket sales will benefit area women’s programs 
that work to end violence against women. 
Since, 2002, GVSU productions of “Vagina 
Monologues,” have raised nearly $110,000 
for area organizations and programs.
Each year, national V-Day organizers 
designate a spotlight campaign as a recipient 
of proceeds from “Vagina Monologues” 
productions worldwide. The 2010 
spotlight will focus on women and girls 
of the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
College Goal Sunday 
seeks to increase 
college attendance
Michigan’s struggling economy has many 
people pursuing higher education and 
ways to afford it. College Goal Sunday is 
designed to increase the number of students 
who continue education beyond high 
school and earn post-secondary degrees.
College Goal is now in its seventh year in 
Michigan and since 2004, more than 4,500 
students have received help submitting their 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid form. 
College Goal Sunday is scheduled for February 
14, from 1-4 p.m., at various locations across 
West Michigan, including the DeVos Center.
“Students and parents should not 
underestimate the amount of financial 
aid available,” said Ed Kerestly, director 
of Financial Aid. “Statistics show students 
who complete and submit FAFSA forms 
are more likely to go on to college.”
On College Goal Sunday, financial aid experts 
will be available to guide students through 
each step of completing and filing the FAFSA. 
Students should bring a completed IRS 1040 
tax return or their W-2 and 1099 forms. 
For more information, visit 
www.micollegegoal.org .
What’s Ahead
Tom Demmon, right, associate 
director of Career Services, is 
pictured at the 2009 CareerFest.
Performances of the ‘Vagina Monologues’ will begin 
Friday at Allendale High School.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies, was inter-
viewed by Gongwer News Service for a story 
about Governor Jennifer Granholm’s final State 
of the State address. He was also interviewed 
by WTRV and WOOD-AM for stories about 
President Obama’s State of the Union address.
Sketches
Akalu Tefera, associate professor of mathemat-
ics, gave a presentation, “Combinatorial Proofs 
of Certain Identities” at the Joint Mathematics 
Meetings in San Francisco. 
Liberal Studies faculty members Melissa 
Baker-Boosamra, Kirsten Bartels and 
Judy Whipps, and Bart Bartels, from the 
Sustainability Community Development 
Initiative gave a presentation, “Deep Impact: 
Integrative Approaches to Sustainability,” 
at the American Association of Colleges 
and Universities national conference in 
Washington, D.C. 
Paul Fishback, professor of mathemat-
ics, gave a presentation, “A Two-Course 
Sequence on Mathematical Programming for 
Undergraduates,” at the Joint Mathematics 
Meetings in San Francisco.
Steven Schlicker, professor of mathematics, 
gave presentations, “Experiences that Enrich 
the Education of Mathematics Majors” and 
“Edge Coverings of Bipartite Graphs and the 
Geometry of the Hausdorff Metric,” at the Joint 
Mathematics Meetings in San Francisco.
Firas Hindeleh, assistant professor of math-
ematics, gave a presentation, “The Fractal 
Beauty of Byzantine Music,” at the Joint 
Mathematics Meetings in San Francisco.
General Events
Mon., Feb. 8
7 p.m.: Black History Month Event. “Light 
Skin vs. Dark Skin,” by Demarra Gardner. 
2215/2216 KC. Call x12177 for information.  
Tues., Feb. 9
Noon: Work Life Connections hosts Divorce 
Support Group. 2264 KC. Call x18011 for 
more information.
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts “Heart 
Healthy Cooking.” Pere Marquette Room, 
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to RSVP.
2 p.m.: Career Services sponsors CareerFest. 
DeVos Place, Grand Rapids. Call x13311 for 
more information.
3 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Heritage Event. 
Japanese Tea Ceremony. 0072 KC. Call 
x12177 for more information. 
3 p.m.: Personnel Policy Referendum Task 
Force Presentation. CDC. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/referendumtaskforce for information. 
Wed., Feb. 10
8 a.m.: Padnos International Center hosts 
“Conversations for Change.” University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
inclusion to RSVP. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information. 
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts “Heart 
Healthy Cooking.” University Club Room, 
DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to 
RSVP. 
Noon: FTLC Workshop: Large Classroom 
Lunch. 225 LOH. Visit www.gvsu.edu/ftlc 
to register.
Noon. FTLC Workshop: 21 Things for the 21st 
Century. 111 HRY. Visit www.gvsu.edu/ftlc 
to register.
Noon: Arts at Noon series. H2 Quartet. CDC. 
Call x13484 for more information. 
1-4 p.m.: Laker Lore Audiotaping. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/lak-
erlore to RSVP. 
1:30 p.m.: Academic Integrity Task Force 
Webinar: “Avenues Toward Academic 
Integrity.” Hagar Auditorium, CHS. Call 
x17147 for more information. 
4 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Event. “Walking the Talk of Diversity,” by 
Phoebe Eng. CDC. Call x12177 for more 
information.
Thurs., Feb. 11
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more informa-
tion. 
Noon: Black History Month Event. “Ghana,” 
by Janaan Decker and Linda Rettig. 1240 
KC. Call x12177 for more information.
Noon: Work Life Connections Support Group 
“What Daddies Do Best.” 2242 KC. Call 
x18011 for more information.
Noon-5 p.m.: Laker Lore Audiotaping. 1140 
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/lakerlore to RSVP.
3 p.m.: Personnel Policy Referendum Task 
Force Presentation. CDC. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/referendumtaskforce for information. 
 6 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Event. Asian New Year Festival. GRR, KC. 
Call x12177 for more information.
7 p.m.: Padnos International Center hosts 
screening of “Beneath Everest Nepal 
Reborn.” Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
x13898 for more information.
Fri., Feb. 12
Noon: Faculty and Staff Fridays in the Writing 
Center. 120 LOH. Call x12922 for more 
information. 
1 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: 21 things for the 21st 
Century. 205A DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
ftlc to register.
2 p.m.: Annis Water Resources Institute 
Seminar. “New Views into Microbial 
Communities: Stewards of the Earth, Past 
and Present.” Multi-purpose room, LMC. 
Call x13749 for more information.
7 p.m.: Women’s Center presents “The Vagina 
Monologues.” Allendale High School. Call 
x12748 for more information
7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre performance, “Into 
the Woods.” LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.: Annual Art and Science of Aging 
Conference. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to register. 
Sat., Feb. 13
7 p.m.: Women’s Center presents “The Vagina 
Monologues.” Allendale High School. 
7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre performance, “Into 
the Woods.” LAT, PAC. 
Sun., Feb. 14
2 p.m.: Women’s Center presents “The Vagina 
Monologues.” Wealthy Theatre, Grand 
Rapids. 
2 p.m.: Opera Theatre performance, “Into the 
Woods.” LAT, PAC. 
